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Introduction Write From the Beginning

Focused Holistic Scoring Criteria for Writing

In order to assess writing proficiency, students are often given state writing tests at specified grade
levels. The type of writing assessed as well as the scale used for scoring varies from state to state.
The assigned score reflects each student’s performance with respect to a set of criteria for each score
point (focused holistic scoring). The score points define the student’s command of the mode of
writing required. The quality of each composition regardless of mode or grade is determined by
considering the following characteristics: (1) main idea, (2) supporting details, (3) organization, and
(4) coherence. A focused holistic score is assigned to each student’s paper based on these character-
istics. A second score evaluating the student’s performance with respect to the usage of standard
English is sometimes reported independently.
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Write From the Beginning Introduction

Main Idea/Focus

The holistic scoring criteria used by most states for the assessment of writing proficiency requires that
the writer clearly establishes a focus as it fulfills the assignment of the writing prompt. In other words,
if the prompt is: Think about a time when you did something really special with your mom or dad or
with another adult . . . then the writer would be expected to tell about one particular experience that was
special. The reader should understand the events before, during, and after the experience and under-
stand why that particular event was special for the writer. The characters in the story should be limited
to the writer and the adult with whom the experience occurred in order to maintain the focus of the
prompt.

If the writer retreats from the subject matter presented in the prompt, the main idea or focus is weak-
ened. If the reader is confused about the subject matter, the writer has not effectively related a main
idea. If the reader is interested and not confused, the writer probably has been effective in relating a
main idca.

Kindergarten students meet the Efitéria for main idea when they draw a picture and /or write a story that
is focused on one event or topies=dn Figlire M-l the kindergarten/writer has more than adequately
related an event in words: “I hunted eggs withaity cousin andd foundithe most eggs.” However, the main
idea is lost in the picture as a giant egg is shown surrounded by hearts and diamonds, and there is no one
shown hunting for eggs. In Figure M-2 another kindergarten student has written, “Me and Holly are
playing at the park and we areshaving fun andmymom said we hayere go?\The drawing that goes with
the story depicts the same main idea of playing with a friend in the park.

First grade students meet the criteria for main idea when they stay focused on a topic or event about
which they are writing. In Figure M-3 the writer devotes each sentence to her best friend Amber and
tells the reader what Amber looks like and what Amber can do. On the other hand, the writer in Figure
M- 4 strays from telling about his brother to inform the reader that “And I love my whole family.”

Second and third grade students meet the criteria for main idea by staying focused on one thought or
event that runs throughout their stories. Focus is often lost when students “natter on” by talking about
mundane activities such as stopping to get gas while on a trip with their families. Overuse of dialogue
also is a cause of losing focus. In Figure M-5 the second grade writer effectively maintains the focus of
his best birthday by telling about the location, activities, and food that made his birthday special. On
the other hand, in Figure M-6 a third grade writer attempts to tell about a family trip to Disney World
much less effectively. All the reader knows about the writer’s trip to Disney World is that he rode some
rides. The rest of the piece is devoted to the uninteresting activities of unpacking, eating, and watching
television.
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Introduction Write From the Beginning
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Introduction Write From the Beginning

Supporting Details Figure D-3 s
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Write From the Beginning

Kindergarten

Samples of Kindergarten Writing to Explain Why
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Write From the Beginning Kindergarten
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Write From the Beginning

Kindergarten
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Write From the Beginning First Grade

Thinking Maps for Writing to Explain Why
Lesson Plan
Brainstorm
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Write . Pizza is my favorite food. First it is
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Write From the Beginning
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First Grade

Write From the Beginning

Name:
1st Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)

Spacing (1 pt)

Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes

Name:
1st Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)

Spacing (1 pt)

Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes

Name:
1st Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (1 pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)
Notes

Name:
1st Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (1 pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)
Notes
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Write From the Beginning Second Grade

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Prompt: Tell about an old lady who found an elephant on her front porch.

Story
Lesson Plan - Day 1 [ [ "ﬂ"_] : l
Ch Setti Problem/Situation Attempts to Solve How
Focus on Story Elements mlmrs - !mg = | Problem/Events Problem is
1 9 Related to Solved/How
Who ta.rett}fle Cl;il.racte}rtshln tthe S‘}Ol‘y ) old lady front porch elephant Situation Story Ends
What 1s e setting o e Story ! on porch
What is the problem or situation? _clephant .
squirted called zoo
What are some ways that the problem with hose E—
might be solved or what are some pushed
events that could happen as a result used mouse
of the situation?
How is the problem solved or how
does the story end.
One day an old
lady found an
elephant on
Sequence for Writing her poich.
Use the Flow Map to construct ‘
the sequence of attempts to solve Squirted pushed Used Called
the problem or the'sequence of] watet J;™ and [®| mouseto 1 zo0 for
events as a result of the situation: on him pushed gfare him help
The last box in yeur Flow/Map
should tell how the problem was
solved or how the situation ended.
Write an opening sentence that
tells who, did what, and when.
Extend With Details
Can you tell the reader more
about each of the events you One day an old
are going to write about. Add la?y iound an
; elephant on
the details to your Flow Map her porch.
Squirted pushed Used | Called
water [P and [P mouseto — 200 for
on him pushed scare him help
Drank Would not Just Used
water budge laughed net to
catch
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Write From the Beginning Second Grade

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Prompt: Tell about an old lady who found an elephant on her front porch.

Lesson Plan - Day 3

One day an old
. lady found an
Write elephant on
Write your story by taking her porch.
your information off of the First * After that Next Finally
Flow Map. Squirted pushed Used Called
water [P and [P mouseto % 200 for
on him pushed scare him help
Drank Would not Just Used
water budge laughed net to

catch

v

The old lady was
sorelieved she
called her friends
tocomeoverand
celebrate.

One day an old lady found an elephant on her front porch. The first thing she
did was run to get her garden hose and squirted ice cold water on him. The
elephant just started drinking the water. After that the old lady got behind the
elephant and pushed and pushed with all her might to try to get the elephant to
move. But the elephant just would not budge. Next the old lady used her pet
cat’s rubber mouse to try and scare the elephant so that he would run away.
That elephant just laughed at the toy mouse and tried to play with it. Finally the
old lady decided to call the zoo for help. When the men from the zoo arrived
they used a net to capture the elephant and take him to the zoo. The old lady
was so relieved that she called her friends to come over and celebrate.
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Second Grade Write From the Beginning

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Student Example of an Imaginative Narrative
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. r .4 1 NT So

: . . i Mow
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Second Grade

Write From the Beginning
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Write From the Beginning

Second Grade
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Third Grade Write From the Beginning

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt: Tell about a trip you went on with your class

Trip to
the zoo

Lesson Plan - Day 1

Brainstorm

What do you remember about

a trip you went on with your
class? Think about where you
went and when you went. Think
about two or three things that you
did that made the trip special.

Last year my second
grade class went to
the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying
animals'and we were

Sequence for Writing

Use the Flow Map to construct going to see them

the sequence of the three most #

important things that you did: " - i .
Write an opening paragraph that Atea Aviary Reptiles
tells who, did what, when, where,

and why.

Last year my second
grade class went to
the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying
animals and we were
going to see them

Extend With Details firsthand.

Can you tell the reader more ‘

about each of the events you African A?/ii::y Reptiles

are going to write about? Add

the details to your Flow Map. elephants  peacock with favorite
with large tail like a fan was python
flapping parrots long as 3
ears squawking cars - big
giraffes different around as
eating from sizes fire hydrant
tree_tops slithered up
zebras a tree
dressed like
inmates
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Write From the Beginning

Third Grade

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt:

Lesson Plan - Day 2

Select Transition Words/Phrases

Tell about a trip you went on with your class

Think about transition words or
phrases that you could use to
tell the order in which you did
each activity. Write these words
of top of the boxes of the Flow
Map.

Write a Closing Paragraph
Add a closing paragraphthat tells
how you felt, your opinion, what
you hope, why you will never
forget the trip, etc.

Last year my second
grade class went to
the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying
animals and we were
going to see them

firsthand.
We ¢ began After a while Later on
African Bird | !
Area Aviary > Reptiles

elephants  peacock with favorite
with large tail like a fan was python

Orally Rehearse using the Flow Map

Get together with two or three other
people. Use your Flow Map to tell
them what you are going to write.

THINKING MaPSs, INC.

©2000 ALl RigHTS RESEAVED

flapping parrots long as 3
ears squawking cars - big
giraffes different around as
eating from sizes fire hydrant
tree [tops slithered up
zebras a tree
dressed like
inmates
Last year my second
grade class went/to
the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying
animals and we were
going to see them
firsthand.
We $ began After a while Later on
African Bird N
Area Aviary —»1 Reptiles

elephants peacock with favorite
with large tail like a fan was python

flapping parrots long as 3
ears squawking cars - big
giraffes different around as
eating from sizes fire hydrant
tree tops slithered up
zebras a tree
dressed like

inmates

When the teacher said
it was timeto go |
could hardly believe
we had been there five
hours. Our class trip
was a great way to
learn more about
some interesting
animals
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Third Grade Write From the Beginning

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt: Tell about a trip that you went on with your class

Lesson Plan - Day 3 Last year my second

grade class went to
the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We

Write had been studying
. . i i d we
Write your story by taking T oing to see them
your information off of the firsthand.
Flow Map We 1 began After a while Later on
African Bird N
Area Aviary Reptiles

elephants peacock with favorite
with large tail like a fan was python

flapping parrots long as 3
ears squawking cars - big
giraffes different around as
eatingnfrom sizes fire hydrant
tree tops slithered up
zebras a tree
dressed like

inmates

When the teacher said
it wastimetogo |
could hardly believe
we had been there five
hours. Our class trip
was a great way to
learn more about
some interesting
animals

Last year my second grade class went to the Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia, S.C. We
had been studying animals and we were going to see them firsthand.

We began by visiting the African Area. We saw groups of elephants with large flapping
ears. There were giraffes with long slender necks eating from the tree tops. When we saw the
zebras I was amazed at how their striped fur made them look like inmates.

After a while we moved on to the Bird Aviary. The most impressive bird that I saw was
a peacock that spread his colorful tail into a giant fan. Parrots perched on trees squawked at
us as we passed their cages. There were tiny birds there like the hummingbirds and giant
emus that were taller than our teacher.

Later on we got to see the reptiles. My favorite was the giant python. He was as long
as three cars and as big around as a fire hydrant. We watched as he slowly slithered up a tree.

When the teacher said that it was time to go I could hardly believe we had been there

Sor five hours. QOur class trip was a great way to learn more about some interesting animals.
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Write From the Beginning Third Grade

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Student Example of Personal Chron@l@gical Narrative
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Fourth/Fifth Grade Write From the Beginning

Reverse

apping of Writing to Explain

(piece is structurally sound)
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Fourth/Fifth Grade Write From the Beginning

Once a student has mastered the basics of a particular domain, he or she should be intro-

duced to the strategies that will take their basic structure to a significantly higher level of
proficiency. A good rule of thumb is to try to get the students to score 18 to 20 points on the
third grade rubric before pushing the use of specific strategies. If the strategies are at-
tempted before the basic structure is in place, they are not beneficial to the overall writing
and in some instances (as with inappropriate dialogue) they can take away from the writ-
ing sample. However, this is not to say that the teacher should not introduce these strate-
gies through mini-lessons. Students will need repeated exposure to the strategies before
they become natural to them.

The highest scoring students on the state writing assessments are those who understand
and use the basic structure of a particular domain, overlay the basic structure with nu-
merous strategies associated with good writing, and write with an authentic and engaging
voice. The Flow Map below showsithe developmental progression of writing from under-
standing the basic structure to proficientditilization of variofis strategies to the emergence
of a distinct style and voice.

STRUCTURE
[ ! i
Teacher Buring Guided Students
models the Practice demonstrate
structure of students proficiency of
the domain practice the domain structure
structure of the during unassisted
domain writing
STRATEGIES i
1 { ]
Teacher fek Students practice Students
and provides the use of strategies demonstrate
examples of as they are proficiency of use
strategies used introduced by the of strategies
with a particular teacher. Feedback during unassisted
domain of writing is provided during writing
conferencing or
class discussion
STYLE-
VOICE
T T
Students combine The voice of the
knowledge of the teacher during
domain structure modeled writing is no
and specific longer present in the
strategies in their student's work -
own personal and Students experiment
unique ways with writing with a
different voice
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Resources

FIRST GRADE WRITING PROFICIENCY CLASS REPORT

Assessment of Writing to Inform Date
SCHOOL.: TEACHER:
Competencies Evaluated
STUDENT Log Spel | Com End Adeq Descp Var Com | Extd | Total
Sent Capl | Punct | Spcing | Lang Sent Sent Sent Score
5 2 2 2 2 3 1 2 1 20
1
2
3
4
S5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
CLASS SUMMARY
Skill Proficiency Attainment Content Proficiency Attainment
Decipherable Spelling Logical Sentences
Appropriate Capitalization Descriptive Language
Appropriate Punctuation Varied Sentences
Adequate Spacing Combined Sentences
Extended Sentences
Class Goal: 80% of students taking assessment ( students) will score 16-20 points
Class Attainment: % of students taking assessment ( ___ students) scored 16-20 points
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Second Grade Writing Samples

Personal Narrative
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we _went an Cnum‘dnwn
tey Ex. nat-el EL \Was_SCary,
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£yes oxt we went Nio Asia Student A

where_we_roud (R ver Raoids
e Times.Done. grtef welate
P&ﬁWbe@
we went an L s Jlor

he o Bugdand-inbet wen’ we
Sow Samme cargtera. inaly

we \wilkd to our cdr and
Wwent home,
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Student B
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Imaginative Narrative Writing Starters
PLACE TIME CHARACTER PROBLEM
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