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Write From the Beginning Introduction

Main ldea/Focus

The holistic scoring criteria used by most states for the assessment of writing proficiency requires that
the wri ter c lear ly establ ishes a focus as i t  ful f i l ls the assignment of the wri t ing prompt.  In other words,
if the prompt is Think about a time when you tlid something realll, spec'ial with your tnonT or dad or
u,ith artctthcr utlult. . . then the writer would be expected to tell about one particular experience that was
special. The reader should understand the events before, during, and after the experience and under-
stand why that particular event was special fbr the writer. The characters in the story should be limited
to the writer ancl the adult with whom the experience occurred in order to maintain the fbcus of the
prompt.

If the writer retreats from the subject matter presented in the prompt, the main idea or focus is weak-
ened. If the reacler is confused about the subject matter, the writer has not ef1-ectively related a main
idea. If the reacler is interested and not confused, the writer probably has been effective in relating a
r-nain idca.

Kindergarten students meet the criteria for main idea when they draw a picture and /or write a story that
is fbcused on one event or topic. In Figure M-l the kindergarten writer has more than adequately
related an event in words: " l huntul eggs with nty c:ousirt und I fowd tlte most egg.s." However, the main
idea is lost in the picture as a giant egg is shown surrouncled by hearts and cl iamonds, and there is no one
shown hunt ing fbr eggs. ln Figure M-2 another kindergarten student has wri t ten."Me attd Hol ly ure
plavittg at thc ltork and we ure lruvingJ'un ond my ntont said vve have' to go." The drawing that goes with
the story depicts the same rnain idea of playing with a friend in the park.

First grade students meet the criteria tor main idea when they stay lbcused on a topic or event about
which they are writing. In Figure M-3 the writer devotes each senterlce to her best friend Amber and
tells the reader what Amber looks like and what Amber can do. On the other hand, the writer in Figure
M- 4 strays from telling about his brother to infbrrn the reader that"And I lctve my v'hole.fcrmily."

Second and third grade students rneet the criteria tor main idea by staying fbcused on one thought or
event that runs throughout their stories. Focus is often lost when students "natter on" by talking about
nrundane act iv i t ies such as stopping to get gas whi le on a tr ip with their  famil ies. Overuse of dialogue
also is a cause of losing focus. In Figure M-5 the second grade writer effectively maintains the focus o1'
his best birthday by telling about the location, activities, and food that made his birthday special. On
the other hand, in Figure M-6 a third grade writer attempts to tell about a farnily trip to Disney World
much less effectively. All the reader knows about the writer's trip to Disney World is that he rode some
rides. The rest of the piece is devoted to the uninteresting activities of unpacking, eating, and watching

television.
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Introduction Write Fronr the Beginning
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Write From the Beginning Kindergarten
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Write From the Beginning Kindergarten
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First Grade Write From the Beginning

Name:

lst Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (1 pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes

Name:

lst Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (f pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (f pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes

Name:

ls{ Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (f pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (l pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes

Name:

lst Grade Explaining Why Rubric

4 or more logically sequenced
and focused sentences (4 pts)
Standard and inventive
spelling (2 pts)
Capitalization (2 pts)
Punctuation (2 pts)
Spacing (f pt)
Descriptive language (2 pts)
Opening sentence (1 pt)
Three reasons (3 pts)
Transition words (3 pts)

Notes
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Write From the Beginning Second Grade

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Prompt: Tell about an old lady who found an elephant on her front porch.

Lesson Plan - Day 1

Focus on Story Elements
Who are the characters in the story?
What is the setting of the story?
What is the problem or situation?
What are some ways that the problem
might be solved or what are some
events that could happen as a result
of the situation?
How is the problem solved or how
does the story end.

Sequence for Writing
Use the Flow Map to construct
the sequence of attempts to solve
the problem or the sequence of
events as a result of the situation.
The last box in your Flow Map
should tell how the problem was
solved or how the situation ended.
Write an opening sentence that
tells who, did what, andwhen.

Extend With Details
Can you tell the reader more
about each ofthe events you
are going to write about. Add
the details to your Flow Map

Tnr rur r ruc  Meps,  l t t c .
O2000 ALL RrcHTs RESEBVEo

Characters

Story
-

How
Problem is

Solved/llow
Story Ends-T-

I
called zoo

Attempts to Solve
Probl€m/Evenls

Related to
Situation

T
I

squirted
with hose

pushed

used mouse

Setting

I
liont porch

Problem/Situation

I
elephant

on porch

Would not
budee

I
o ld  lady

One day an old
lady found an
elephant on
her porch.

Called
zoo for

help

Squirted
water

on him
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Write From the Beginning Second Grade

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Prompt: Tell about an old lady who found an elephant on her front porch.

Lesson Plan - Da)t 3

Write
Write your story by taking
your information off of the
Flow Map.

Drank
watcr

The old lady was

so relieved she
called her friends

to come over and
celebrate.

One doy an old lody found an elephant on her front porch. The Jirst thing she
did wos run to get her garden hose ond squirted ice cold water on him. The
elephont just started drinking the woter. After that the old lady got behind the
elephont ond pushed and pushed with all her might to try to get the elephant to
move. But the elephant just would not budge. Next the old lody used her pet
cst's rubber mouse to try ond scare the elephant so thot he would run owoy.
Thut elephant just laughed at the toy mouse and tried to play with it. Finally the
old lody decided to csll the zoo for help. llhen the men from the zoo arrived
they used s net to capture the elephant and toke him to the zoo. The old lody
wos so relieved that she culled her friends to come over and celebrute.

One day an old
lady found an
elephant on
her porch.

Would not
budee

Just
lauehed

Tsrruxrruc Meps, lNc
@2000 ALL RrcHTs RESEFVEo
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Second Grade Write From the Beginning

Thinking Maps for Imaginative Narratives

Student Example of an Imaginative Narrative
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Third Grade Write From the Beginning

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt: Tell about a trip you went on with your class

Lesson Plan - Day 1

Brainstorm
What do you remember about
a trip you went on with your
class? Think about where you
went and when you went. Think
about two or three things that you
did that made the trip special.

Sequence for Writing
Use the FIow Map to construct
the sequence of the three most
important things that you did.
Write an opening paragraph that
tellswho, did what,when, where,
and why.

Extend With Details
Can you tell the reader more
about each ofthe events you
are going to write about? Add
the details to your Flow Map. elephants

with large

flapping

ears
giraffes

eating from

tree tops

zebras

dressed like

i nma tes

@
Last year my second
grade class went to

the Biverbanks Zoo in
Columbia,  SC. We
had b€en studying

animals and we were
going to see them

firsthand.

Last year my second
grade class went to

the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying

animals and we were
going to see them

firsthand.

peacock with

tail like a fan

parrots

souawking

different

s izes

favorite

was Plrthon
long as 3

cars - big

around as

fire hydrant

slithered up

a tree

Tl t t rx t t ' tc  MnPs,  l t r tc .
02000 ALL R lGHrs  RESERVED
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Write From the Beeinnins Third Grade

Thinking Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt: Tell about a trip you went on with your class

Lesson Plan - Dav 2

Select Transition Words/Phrases
Think about transition words or
phrases that you could use to
tell the order in which you did
each activity. Write these words
of top of the boxes of the Flow
Map.

elephants

with large

f lapping

ears
giraffes

eating from

trpe tpp

zebras

dressed like

i nma tes

Write a Closing Paragraph
Add a closing paragraph that tells
how you felt, your opinion, what
you hope, why you will never
forget the trip, etc.

Orally Rehearse using the Flow Map
Get together with two or three other
people. IJse your Flow Map to tell
them what you are going to write.

elephants

with large

flapping

ears
giraffes

eating from

tree tops

zebras

dressed like

inmates

THrruxrruo MRps,  lNc
02000 ALL Rrc ts rs  RESERVEo

peacock with

Lar_l_lilic a-faa
parrots

squawking

different

s i zes

Last year my second
grade class went to

the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying

animals and we were
going to see them

firsthand.

Later on

favorite

was pyJha!

long as 3

cars - big

around as

fire hydrant

slithered up

a tree

peacock with

tail like a fan
parrots

souawkins

different

s izes

favorite

was P!'thon

long as 3

cars - big

around as

fire hydrant

slithered up

a tree

Y

Last year my second
grade class went to

the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia, SC. We
had been studying

animals and we were
going to see lhem

lirsthand.

When the teacher said
it was time to go I

could hardly believe
we had been there
hours. Our class tr ip
was a great way to
learn more about
some interesting

animals
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Third Grade Write From the Beeinnine

Thinkit g Maps for Personal Chronological
Narratives and Writing to Tell How

Prompt: Tell about a trip that you went on with your class

Lesson Plan - Day 3

Write
Write your story by taking
your information off of the
Flow Mrp.

When the teacher said
it was time to go I

could hardly believe
we had been there five
hours. Our class tr ip
was a great way to
learn more about
some inleresting

animals

Lost year my second grade class went to the Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia, S.C. ll/e
had been studying onimals and we were going to see themJirsthand.

We began by visiting the African Area. Vl/e saw groups of elephtnts with large Jlapping
eors. There were giraffes with long slender necks eotingfrom the tree tops. ll/hen we saw the
zebras I was amazed at how their stripedfur made them look like inmates.

After a while we moved on to the Bird Aviory. The most impressive bird that I saw wos
a peacock that spread his colorful tail into a giantfan. Parrots perched on trees squawked at
us as |rye passed their cages. There were tiny birds there like the hummingbirds and giont
emus thot were taller than our teacher.

Later on we got to see the reptiles. Myfavorite wos the giant python. He was as long
as lhree cars and as big uround os aJire hydrant. ll/e wulched as he slowly slithered up o tree.

ll/hen the teacher said that it was time to go I could hardly believe we had been there
forfive hours. Our class trip was a greot way to learn more about some interesting animals.

elephants

with large

flapping

eqrE
giraffes

eating from

tree-l4s
zebras

dressed like

i nma tes

peacock with

tail like a fan
parrots

-sqqau{ki4s
different

s i zes

favorite

was python

long as 3

cars - big

around as

fire hydrant

slithered up

a tree

I
V

Ttt ruxr t ' tc  Mnps,  lNc
O2OOO ALL RIGHIS RESERVEO

Last year my second
grade class went to

the Riverbanks Zoo in
Columbia,  SC. We
had been studying

animals and we were
going to see lhem

ti rsthand.
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